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For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of in- 
cerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.—II Cor. 2: 17. 
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“THE WITCH OF ENDOR. 


THERE are nn of opinion às to the facts narrated in che Bible con- 
cerning the visit of Saul, King of Israel, to the Witch of Endor and her 
purported i interview with the spirit of the departed Prophet Samuel. The 
popular view of this matter is that the witch, at the request of King Saul, 
“brought up” the spirit of Samuel and that Saul conversed with him and 
learned from him the fate which awaited him in his coming battle with 
the Philistines. But the question arises, how could a witch, who under 
the law of Moses was not to be permitted to live, and with whom consul- 
tation was forbidden by the Lord, have power to bring forth at her bidding 
the spirit of a holy prophet? In answer to this query it has been sug- 
gested that the woman was not, really a witch, but a prophetess who was 
in hiding. Why she was under the necessity of concealing her where - 
abouts is not made to appear. It has been alleged that the prophetess 
theory has been held by persons supposed to understand the question 
thoroughly. Be that as it may, careful investigation of the history of the 
event will show that there has been great ee of the subject. 
Let us first see what the historian relates: 


“And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched 
n Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in 


du 
** when Saul — the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his 


tly trembled 
wre the Lord answered him not, 
neither by dreams, n Urim, nor by prophets. 


“Then said Saul unto to hie servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar 
spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to 
him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. 

And Saul disguised himself; and put c on other raiment, and he went, 
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and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night; and he 
said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him 
up whom I shall name unto thee. 

“And the woman said unto him, behold, thou knowest what Saul hath 
done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards 
out — 4 land; wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause 
me 

“And Saul sware to her by the Lord, saying, As the Lord liveth, there 
shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing. : 

“Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, 
Bring me up Samuel. : 3 

And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice; and the 
oe spake to Saul, saying, why hast thou deceived me? For thou art 


ul. 
And the 5 said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And 
the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 
And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man 
- cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that 
283 and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed 


“And Samuel said to Saul, why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? 
And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war 
against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth meno more, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that 
thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. | 

“Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord 
is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? : . 

And the Lord hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the Lord hath 
— kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbor, even to 

“Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, nor executedst his 
8 upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto 

the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of 
the Philistines: and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the 
Lord also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.” 
(I Samuel 28: 4-19). | 

From the foregoing it is clear that the woman whom Saul visited was 
one of the class placed under ban, by the commandment of God,' because 
they practised divination with familiar spirits. Neither prophets nor 
prophetesses were then banished from the land or held in disrespect. It 
‘was only persons condemned by the Mosaic law who had to hide frem the 
effects of its enforcement. Saul had tried every legitimate means to 
obtain supernatural guidance, but, as he had departed from the Lord, the 
Lord had departed from him. There was no answer from heaven to ‘his 
enquiries ; there was no word of the Lord by prophets; there was no 
communication through the Urim and Thummim, there was no manifes- 
tation by vision or by dream; there was no whispering of the divine 
spirit. In his desperation, Saul turned to the opposite power. In that he 
sinned. He knew that he was violating the law of the Lord. When he 
was serving God, he “ put away those that had familiar spirits and the 
wizards out of the land,” but when he fell into darkness he sought the 
ways of darkness and sealed his own doom. It is written 


So Saul died for his transgression, which he committed against the Lord, 
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even against the ö the Lord, which he kept not, and also for asking 
12 of one that a familiar spirit, to inquire of it.” (I Chronicles 
The law of God concerning these forbidden arts was given through the 
prophet Moses, and forms part of the Mosaic code. As for instance : 


Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, 
to bo defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.” (Lev. 19: 31). 

There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his 
daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer 
of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, er a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer; for all that do these thin 
are an abomination unto the Lord, and because of these abominations, the 
Lord thy God shall drive them out from before thee.” (Deut. 18: 10-12). 


The Witch of Endor, then, instead of being a prophetess of the Lord, 
was a woman that practised neoromancy; that is, communication or 
pretended communication with the spirits of the dead ; but she was led 
by a familiar spirit. In other words, she was a spiritual medium, similar 
to those modern professors of the art, who claim to be under the control 
of some departed notable, and through him or her to be able to communi- 
cate with the dead. It should be observed that in the seance with the 
king of [srael, Saul did not see Samuel or anybody but the medium or 
witch. She declared that she saw an old man coming up and that he was 
covered with a mantle. It was she who told Saul what Samuel was 
purported to have said. Saul “perceived that it was Samuel” through 
what the witch stated to him. The conversation that ensued between 
Samuel and Saul was conducted through the medium. All of this could 
have taken place entirely without the presence of the prophet Samuel. 
The woman, under the influence of her familiar spirit, could have given to 
Saul the message supposed to have come from Samuel, in the same way 
that messages from the dead are pretended to be given to the living by 
spiritual mediums of the latter days, who, as in the case under considera- 
tion, perform their work at night or under cover of darkness. | 

It is beyond rational belief that such persons could at any period in 
ancient or modern times, invoke the spirits of departed servants or hand- 
maidens of the Lord. They are not at the beck and call of witches, 
wizards, diviners, or necromancers. Pitiable indeed would be the condition 
of spirits in paradise if they were under any such control. They would 
not be at rest, nor be able to enjoy that liberty from the troubles and 
labors of earthly life which is essential to their happiness, but be in a con- 
dition of bondage, subject to the will and whims of persons who know not 
God and whose lives and aims are of the earth, earthy. | 

Nor is it in accordance with correct doctrine that a prophetess or 
prophet of the Lord could exercise the power to bring up or bring down 
the spirits of prophets and saints at will, to hold converse with them on 
earthly affairs. That is not one of the functions of a prophet or a prophetess. 
The idea that such things can be done at the behest of men or women in 
the flesh, ought not to be entertained by any Latter-day Saint. The 
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And when they shall say unto you, seek unto them that have familiar 
spirits and unto wizards that peep and that mutter, should not a people 
seek unto their God for the living to hear from the dead? To the law and 

to the testimony, if they speak not according to this word it is because 
* is no in them.“ (Isaiah 8: 19, 20; Book of N page — 
verses 19, 20 


It has been suggested that in this instance the Lord sent Samuel in the 
spirit to communicate with Saul, that he might know of his impending 
doom ; but this view does not seem to harmonize with the statements of 
the case, made in the scripture which gives the particulars. If the Lord 
desired to impart this information to Saul, why did he not respond when 
Saul enquired of him through the legitimate channels of divine couimuni- 
cation? Saul had tried them all and failed to obtain an answer. Why 
should the Lord ignore the means he himself established, and send Samuel, 
a prophet, to reveal, himself to Saul through a forbidden source? Why 
should he empley one who had a familiar spirit for this parpose; — 
which he had positively condemned by hisown law? | 

But,“ it is argued, “ The prediction uttered by the spirit which: was 
manifested on that occasion was literally fulfilled. Israel was delivered 
into the hand of the Philistines, and Saul and his three sons and his armor 
bearer and the men of his staff were all slain. It was therefore a true 
prophecy.” Admitting that as perfectly correct, the position taken in 
this article is not in the least weakened. If the witches, wizards, necro- 
mancers and familiar spirits, placed under the ban of the law, did not 
sometimes foretell the truth there would have been no need to warn 
the people against consulting them. If the devil never told the truth be 
would not be able to deceive mankind by his falsehoods. The. powers of 
darkness would never prevail without the use of some light. A little 
truth mixed with plausible error is one of the means by which they lead 
mankind astray. There is nothing, then, in the history of the interview 
between Saul and the woman of Endor which, rationally or doctrinally, 
establishes the opinion that she was a prophetess of the Lord * n 
Samuel actually appeared on that occasion 

There is no satisfactory evidence that the spirits of the. 800 com- 
municate with mortals through spiritual mediums or any of the. means 
commonly employed for that purpose. Evil spirits, no doubt, dct as 
“ familiars” or as “controls” and either personate the spirits.of the dead 
or reveal things supposed to be known only to them and their living 
friends, in order to lead away the credulous, but those who place .them- 
selves under the influence of those powers of darkness have no means 
by which they can compel the presence of the spirits of the just or induce 
disclosures from them tothe living. They are above and beyond the art of 
such individuals, and the mediums themselves are frequently the eee 
evil spirits and are thus “deceivers and being deceived.” 

“ My house is a house of order, saith the Lord, and not a — vy ate 
fusion.” When God has anything to reveal, it will come in the way, by 
the means and through the persons — be has appointed. af 
living desire to hear from the dead they should seck to the Lord. 0 
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hose who presume to rush in where angels fear to tread.” The earthly 
sphere and the sphere of departed spirits are distinct from each other, and 
a veil is wisely drawn between them. As the living are not, in their 
normal condition, able to see and converse with the dead, so it is rational 
to believe, the inhabitants of the spiritual domain are, in their normal 
condition, shut out from intercourse with men in the flesh. By permission 
of the Lord, persons on either side of the veil may be manifest to those on 
the uther, but. this wilt certainly be by law and according to the order 
which God has established. By observing that law and refraining from 
association with persons and influences that know not God and obey not 
his gospel, the Latter-day Sainte will save themselves from subtle decep- 
tion and much sorrow, and will be more susceptible to the light and in- 
spiration and revelations that —e the Eternal Father -C. W. 


in 


FROM THE HOLY LAND. 


In a private liter to President Relon: 8. Wells, Elder Philip S. 
who is laboring in the Turkish Mission, writes as follows: 


No doubt Brother Lund has given you a complete report of how matters 
stand in this mission. Since his departure nothing of unusual importance 
has occurred. ;, However, we find the interest, perhaps I should say excite- 
ment, regarding Mormoniam rapidly i increasing in this city.. During our 
absence, while the Saints were holding services, stones were hurled through 
the windows on four; occasions, And twice since we have returned the 
same action. has. been repeated. Yet I am inclined to ‘think. that such 
occurrences are not altogether disadvantageous. People, who. otherwise 
would. never have heard of a Mormon, thus have their curiosity aroused, 
and want to know what strange doctrine. occasions such a flurry. Indeed 
our meeting-room cannot, hold all who want to enter, and we are now 
seeking a larger place. Of course, if the stone-throwing becomes serious, 
we. shall have to appeal for protection, but so long as it keeps within 
limits, it is rather a good advertisement for us. | 
There are several young men who. will be baptized in a few days. I 
hear also from Aintab that on the coming fast-day a number will be 
received into the Church there. 

Brothers Hintze and Nishan arrived here last Monday, and wait 
Monday they and I ‘shall. go to Aintab, where I shall hereafter labor. 
Brother Larsen will remain in Aleppo. Such nne of us seemed 
best to Brothers Lund and Hintze. 

The mission bas a promising outlook. The visit of the brethren has 
inspired the Saints to new. endeavors; and they, now feel they are really a 
part of the great brotherhood. . Before they felt that they had been some- 
what. neglected... Brother Larson. and J, toa, rejoice that we have been so 
much assisted by the labors.of desire 
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It appears from reports that the missions everywhere are progressing 
rapidly. Such news is gladdening to us. Your labors, of — wire 
but I am sure the extra burden is willingly borne. Cr 


2 


FAITH AND ITs POWER. 


OnE of the most striking usteatiene of the power of faith: ek we — 
ever heard of outside of the sacred records which the Lord has given to 
us has lately come to our knowledge. It is the case of a Mr. Müller. 
This gentleman was a Prussian by birth, and recently died at e eee 
age of ninety three years. 
The striking feature of his work, and chat which . impress overy- 
body who obtains any knowledge of it, is that, although he organized and 
carried to success a number of important religious and charitable enter- 
prises, he never asked for any financial support. He believed that all his 
needs in this direction would be supplied in answer to prayer. 

That his faith was fully justified appears in the fact that he built five 
orphanage homes at Bristol, England, at a cost, it is said, for construction 
and maintenance, of not much less than six million of dollars. 

These large sums of money were paid into his hands without a word of 
solicitation, by men and women throughout the world. 

It is calculated that he cared for and educated more than 0 Amend 
orphan children in these homes. Besides this, he circulated nes numbers 
of copies of the Scriptures and religious literature. 

Two years ago, Mr. Müller, then in his ninety- first ‘year, cold ‘his * 
perience to a large audience in Bristol. He stated that the total amount 
expended by him up to that time was El, 394, 800, and he challenged any 
person living to tell of a case in which pecuniary help had been sought by 
him from man. He had established schools for 123,000 pupils i in various 
countries, and distributed 1,426,000 New Testaments, 275,000 Bibles, and a 
large number of tracts, rain plilées, etc. The average sum expended yearly 
for the maintenance of his orphanage was -£26,000. He had no’ money 
of his own, and was poor so far as independent means were concerned. 
His dependence was upon the Lord. ‘He relied on the promises which the 
Lord had made, and his faith never flagged nor wavered. He had no 
property in lands, or money in banks, wherewith to pay the immense 
daily expenses he had to meet. 

It is said of him that thousands of times he did 250 have Gong! in Mad 
to provide one day’s meals, or even the next meal / He would have prayer 
meetings between breakfast and dinner or between 11 and breakfast 
to ask supplies for the immediate ned. 

In fifty-five years he had never known one Mnm00 | in which the beiher 
had not been answered and the need met, though sometimes ‘ony’ trot 
meal to meal, with no adequate surplus for the next. 

So desirous was this gentleman not to weaken his Westin any se 
the willingness of the Lord to hear prayer that he enjoined’ on all his 
hel pers not to make known the needs of the work to any one outesde the 
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institution, but to unite with him in spreading all such wants before the 
Lord alone. 


Mr. Müller had the welfare of the bene at heart. He —— them 
saved from suffering and crime ; but his effort to establish the orphanage 
had something higher than this in view. Something was needed to 
strengthen faith in God. The object for which he longed was “to have 
something to point to a visible proof that our God and Father is the same 
faithful God as ever He was, as willing as ever to prove Himself to be the 
living God in our day as formerly, to all who put their trust in Him.” 
This seemed to him best done by the establishing of an orphan home. Of 
this he says himself : 


It needed to be something N could be seen, even by the ner eye. 

Now, if I, a poor man, simply by prayer and faith, obtained, without 
asking any individual, the means for establishing and carrying on an 
orphan home, there would be something which, with the Lord’s blessing, 
might be instrumental in strengthening the faith of the children of God, 
besides being a testimony to the consciences of the unconverted of the 
reality of the things of God. This, then, was the primary reason for 
establishing the orphan home. I certainly did from my heart desire to be 
used by God to benefit the bodies of poor children bereaved of both 
parents, and seek, in other respects, with the help of God, to do them good 
for this life. also particularly longed to be used by God, in getting the 
dear orphans trained up in the fear of God; but still the first and primary 
object of the work was (and still is) that God might be magnified by the 
fact that the ophans under my care are provided with all they need only 
by prayer and faith, without any one being asked by me and my fellow- 
laborers, whereby it . be seen that God is faithful still and hears our 
prayer still.” 

It would scarcely he — that i in an age of unbelief like the nns 
1 an illustration of the power of faith through prayer could be found, 
were it not know to be true by the testimony of numbers of witnesses. It 
is comforting and instructive for Latter-day Saints to read of such 
instances as this, and it ought to strengthen the faith of everyone who 
believes that the Lord hears. and answers prayer. To the Latter-day 
Saints who have been taught to have faith in the Lord such a case as that 
of Mr. Müller's ought to make them ashamed of their lack in this 
direction. The Latter-day Saints have received the Gospel of the Son of 
God, and with it many promises of the most precious character; but here 
is a man who had neither the Gospel in its fullness nor the Priesthood, 
whose faith was of so strong and unfaltering a character that he obtained 
answers to the prayers that he offered for „ under 
taken for the benefit of God's children. 


The history of the Latter-day Saints is fall ot illustrations of the power 
of faith and the mighty works that can be accomplished by its exercise. 
Here we have an illustration of God's willingness to hear and answer the 
prayer of « man engaged in a work thet mast have been acceptable to the 
Q. Cannon,'tn the Juvenile Instructor. 
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THURSDAY, J UNE 11, 1898. 


HOMEWARD BOUND. 


Exper Epwrin F. Parry, of the presidency of the Eu ropean Mission has 
been honorably released to return home. He leaves Liv erpool per 8. 8. 
Lucania, on Saturday, June 18, 1898. . 

Brother Parry arrived in Liverpool on April 17, 1896, and since iat 
time has been engaged in the editorial department of the MILLENNIAL | 
Srar.’ The readers of the Star have become well acquainted with him 
through his editorials; and many of them have also had the pleasure ofa 
personal acquaintance by meeting him during his travels a ae men] the 
British Mission. | 

‘The principles of the Gospel have been plainly and forcibly: set forth 
in his writings; and the character of the people, and the work of God, 
have been by him ably defended. Brother Parry in addition to his liter- 
ary work on the Srar, has also answered many abusive articles that 
have appeared in various newspapers, wherein the cause of truth was 
_ defamed; and in this way he has done great good. ges 

He has also recently completed a series of five tracts in which, the fitst 
principles of the Gospel; the organization of the Church; the second coming 
of the Messiah; the divine mission of Joseph Smith; snd the inspiration of 
the Book of Mormon are clearly and convincingly portrayed. | These 
tracts will be a great help to the missionaries throughout the mission, and 
they will undoubtedly be the means of assisting many honest: hearted 
souls to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

Brother Parry’s writings will live and be used in n a knowledge 
of Gospel truth among the people long after he has returned to his home 
in Zion. He may not be with: us hereafter in person, but his labors will 
continue to bear fruit in our midst for a long time to ome. 

President Parry has endeared himself to the Elders and Saints of thie 
mission by his uniform kindness and patience, and he has won the good 
will and love of one and all. In his manner he has been as humble and 
unassuming as a child, his contempt of all false show and parade and his 
upright course, stamp 5 Lord, and bis exaniple 
and labors: have been a blessing to all who have associated with him, 

It is with much relactance that his fellow laborers give him the parting 
hand, they would have rejoiced in a continuance of his company, and feel 
that a strong pillar is being removed from the mission by his departure. 
The same authority that sent him has’ ä him, and it is right 
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and proper for him to return. A loving wife and family and a host of 
friends are anxiously waiting to weleome him back to his home in Zion. 
His associates feel that they are losing an unusually useful man. He has 
been a faithful and zealous worker while here, and without doubt he 
will continue his usefulness wherever his lot may be cast. Brother Parry’s 
friends and brethren throughout the European —— one united 
J. N. M. 


8. Weus left on June 10th, for an 
visit to the various conferences and missions upon the Continent. In a 
private letter received from him we learn that he reached Rotterdam in 
safety and was present at the semi-annual Amsterdam Conference. The 
hall wherein the conference was held was filled. 

So eager were some to hear the principles of life and salvation that they 
cheerfully stood up at the rear of the hall during the entire proceedings. 
It was estimated that there were some 350 or more attentive listeners 
present, nearly one half being strangers. 3 

The Holland Mission is of comparatively recent date, are is practically 
virgin soil for the Gospel seed which is being sown by the small band of 
energetic Elders laboring there, and : many good results may be expected 
in the near fature. ‘President Wells 1 is ex pected to leave Rotterdam for 
Hambarg next week, | 


Ir is many years since there were any Elders laboring in Paris. 

One generally. associates Paris with frivolity, eallousness and religious 
indifference ; consequently Elders have been sent to more promising dis- 
tricts, wherein fruits of their labors would be apparent and they, would 
be thereby encouraged to press on in the work of the Lord. As the Gospel 
is to be preached in every city, Elder Theo. Nystrom. has been sent, from 
Geneva to open up the work ence more in the capital of France. In as 
letter written soon after his arrival there he says: 

th ˙ 8 
easy to get acquainted with. I have made a number of friends here, and 
some of them are earnestly investigating but with what result remains to 
be seen. I am somewhat at sea as to how to proceed to work here, as 
without regular meetings, tracting would not have a very great effect, 
besides which the city is so large and the people so indifferent to matters 
of a spiritual nature that there are these disadvantages as well. I have 
been working quietly to make friends and find some mang them who 
are willing to listen. 
| 4 As far as I can. learn we have an mnch liberty the 

continent—perhaps more; and I have not found against 


ot the European Mission, via, the Business and Editorial, it would faciliate 
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with dispatch, if the Elders and Sainte would keep the above in mind, and 
address all communications to either department on separate slips: of 
paper. Where two Elders are laboring together, orders an ren . 
the same enclosure, should be apart. 11 


L. JAMES was ‘euddenty called away this office 
last Thursday by telegraph, owing to the illness of his father William 
Rhodes J ames, Esq., of Beacon Down, Pinhoe, near Exeter, Devonshire. 

Upon arriving at his home Brother James found his father in a coma- 
tose condition from which he never rallied but passed away at the ripe 
age of 81, on Friday night. The last sad rites * performed on * une 
13th. 


Tue Anchor Line 1 City of Rome, advertised to sail on Saarn 
June 18, having been withdrawn and the Anchoria substituted in its stead, 
owing to the latter being somewhat over crowded, President E. F. Parry, 
together with Elders T. H. Cartwright and C. E. Rose have decided to 
sail for New York in the Cunard liner Lucania leaving on the same date. 


EDER ArrAwEII. Wooron has been appointed to succeed Elder Edwin 
F. Parry as assistant editor of the Stak. He is expected to leave his 
home in Utah for Liverpool on July 8th next. Pending his arrival here 
Elder George E. Carpenter will assist in the editorial 1 of the 


STAR. 

TI Line steamer Furnessia which left 808, 
arrived in New York on the 13th, with passengers on board all went. 
A of and returning missionaries were on 


1 AND —Elder William T. Noall 115 been Lor 
ably released from Presiding over the menen Conferenoe to retarn 
home July 2, 1898. : 

Elder Herbert L. James has been . from laboring as en of 
the European Mission and appointed to preside over the Cheltenham 
Conference. His duties in the former capacity have been discharged in 

an able manner, and his labors have been highly satisfactory“ The 
change of position has been made to give him the privilege of perform- 
ing outside missionary labor. Some years ago he filled ‘a mission of over 
two years’ duration in the office, and over one year of 
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IN SPIRATION AN D een 
Tun question of the inspiration of the is causing some 
among some theologians, who realize that the belief in the common 
theories, if not in the fact itself, is gradually waning. Rev. W. C. A. 
Wallar recently took occasion to point out some reasons why he-considers 
the common theory inadequate, and to predict that the future must bring 
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| forth some readjustment in thia regard adequate to the needs of the 
churches. 

Among the ancients, both * it was 
that when inspired men were under the divine impulse, all voluntary 

action was suspended and that the speakers or writers were passive 
instruments under the direction of the Almighty. The early Christians 
had but little occasion for speculation on a question ot this kind, but 
when in the middle ages the authority of the Roman pontiff became a 
matter of controversy and the Bible was appealed to against Rome, the 
doctrine of inspiration had to be defined. Different conclusions were 
arrived at. Some contended that God dictated the Bible word for word, 
while others held that only the fundamental truths were given by inspira- 
tion. Some maintained that there are different kinds of inspiration—one 
| providing for the revelation of things not previously known, and — 
ing the writers against errors in stating things already known. 

Rev. Wallar believes that all the various theories are — He 
looks forward to an amendment which will reconcile the diverse opinions 
and cover the conflicting views. He thinks the eventual new theory will 
allow the broadest criticism and allow the readers of the Bible to judge 
for themselves whether the writings are to be accepted as historical or 
not; it will be a theory which satisfactorily reconciles the supposifion that 
the sacred writings are imperfect human compositions with the fact that 
they are the word of God. How this is to be done is not even hinted at, 
but the author seems to be confident that it is within the range of possi- 

bilities. 

Of more importance is the reverent gentleman’s objections to the 
current theory of inspiration. They are classified as follows: | 

“It fails to satisfy many within the 
pale of the evangelical church. + 

“Tt practically limits God’s communion with ther race ie 80 one — 
of Bible interpretation, thus forcing us into the impossible task of arriv- 
ing at revealed truth by way of the labyrinth of criticism and history, 
reducing theological inquiry to the lowest type of clerical drudgery, that 
of the scribe; the lawyer, and the textmonger. 

It requires infallible. accuracy in every statement made in origizial 
autograph manuscripts now lost forever, and so needlessly wagers the 
success of Christianity on remote lines we are 
destitute of forces to defend. 

It ignores the developiiedé through centerios of inan ‘oral 
and makes God not the sufferer but the direct author of ethical principles 
far inferior to those of Christ; it leaves no room for what has Deen called 
‘the conflict of scripture forming with scripture formed.’ 
lt requires, for consistency, and for the success of Gods supposed 
original plan, the ol and 
translators. 

“Lastly, perhaps its chief defect 1 chat it a the Bible e add 
support Christ and Christianity—the less contain the greater; make 
Christianity stand * definite yet disputable preconoep- 
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tions: about a record, instead of making the Bible one among: several 
means of grace confirmatory of neee founded in a 
tho 
l devout scholars with regard to one af ita 


tuondamental prineiples. It is a declaration that a system which: limits 


God's communication with mankind to the written word is imposing upon 
men and women an impossible P 
truth on fields inaccessible to them. 

These objections are logical and with: Senter: Bot thay-alao 
suggest what is the present need of the Christian world. It is:not-neces- 
sary to form new theories beyond what facts warrant. If the Ohriatian 
world aceepte the general truth that the sacred Scripturesare of divine 
origin and ‘authority, but that in some instances the books have suffered 
changes through human agencies employed in transcribing, which changes 
may or may not have divine sanction, this doctrine of inspiration is pre- 
cisely within the limits of the sacred records themselves... When to this is 
added that God always has in His Church inspired men through whom He 
can communicate with the race, all difficulties are removed. The objec- 
tions to the current theories concerning the inspiration of the Bible are 
powerful thes continuation of 


CONFERENCE. 


** 


4 „ the Cheltenbam 
District convened on Sunday; June 12, 1898, in the Promenade Assembly 
Rooms, Regent Street, Cheltenham. Meetings were held 20 ne at wap 
am,, and and 6:30 p.m. 

Among those present were Presidente Jes. W. McMurrin and: Edwin F. 
Parry of the European Mission; President J. H. Paul and Elders J. T. 
Poulton and H. B. Smith of the Birmingham Conference; Elder E. C. 
Rich of the Nottingham Conference; Elder John H. Bailey, Ir. President 
of the Leads Conference; President Wm. T. Noall and all the Traveling 
Elders of the Cheltenham Conference. 

At the morning session the general authorities, of the Chore and, the 
presidency of the European Mission were presented and unanimously 
sustained. The following named Elders in the Cheltenham Conference 
‘were also sustaindd in their respective fields of labor. Herbert L. James, 
as president, W. J. Mortimer and John W. Cook in the Cheltenham Dis- 
trict; Francis 8. Humphries, and Thos. Nichols in the Stroud District; 
Edward: R Pike) David Bagley, J. W. Knight, Geo. H. Dansie, Edwin T. 
Wood, John C. Webb, Sisters Ines Knight and Lucy Jane Brimhall in the 
Bristol District ; Louis Fayterend Gon: A: Mills in the Squth Devon- 
shire: District. 

„Ader Wan Howell was sustained as Presidentot the Cheltenham Branch, 
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W. Knight of the Bristol Branch. Eder E E Pike was sustained es Clerk 
of the Gbeltenham Conference. 

| —— Conference for — 
ending May 31, 1698; was read as follows: Number of Elders from Zion, 
12; Lady Missionaries, 2; Local Priesthood, Elders; 5 ; Priests, 1; Deacons, 
1; members, 103; total officersand members, 110; children, under eight 
years of age, 8; total number of souls, (exclusive of missionaries), 118. 
Houses visited in tracting, 6,605 ; houses visited by invitation, 310; Gospel 
conversations, 1, 241. Tracts distributed, 18,967; books distributed, 140; 
in-door meetings held, 155; out-door erb baptisms, 16 ; emigrated, 
2; branches, 3. 

A. 
Mills, Wm. Howell (president of the Cheltenham Branch), J. T. Poulton of 
the Birmingham Conference, and Sister Inez Knight; In the afternoon 
Elders J. W. Knight, Geo. H. Dansie, Louis Fayter, Jos. W. nn 
and Sister W. T. Noall addressed the oongregation. 

Elders W. J. Mortimer, John H. Bailey, Jay tel aaah 1. K. Paul, 
W. T. Noall and Sisters Lucy Jane: Brimhall and Iden n the 
speakers in the evening. 

There vas u good attendance of Baints and strangers at each of the 
meetings in and a enjoyed 
out the day. 

On Monday, * lach, 8 Priesthood esting was held at 18 Regent 

Street, in which the Elders reported their labors and received much n 
able counsel and advice from the Presidency and visiting Elders. 

The Saints and friends met in a social mann. in the evening when 

K Pins, Clerk of Conference. 


DEATH OF ELDER. OLE C. JENSEN. 


Tue W letter written at Copenhagen, June 6, 1898, by Elder 
George Christensen president of the Scandinavian Mission, gives further 
particulars respecting the death of Elder Ole C. Jensen, who as stated in 
a former issue of the Star, died on May 30, 1898: 
Having just returned from the trip to Jylland, which I took i in order to 
attend Elder Ole C. Jensen’s funeral, I shall endeavor to give you a brief 
account of this matter. As 1 wrote before, the first intelligence we received 
here at the Mission office of Brother Jensen’s illness was the telegram = 
announcing his death. I left for Randers, Thursday, June 2nd, and was 
| joined at Aarhus by Elder H. P. Nielsen, President of Aarhus Conference, 
72 other Elders who had gathered to pay the last ‘Respects to Brother 
ensen. 
The funeral took 3 Friday afternoon, June 3rd, permission having 
been secured through the kindness of the local Priest, Rev. 
conduct the funeralexercises, At 12:30 the Saints of the Randers le 
a number of strangers gathered at the hall, where appropriate hymns were 
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sung and remarks were made by Elders M. Mickelsen, J. C. Breinholt, 
George Christensen, Lauritz Lauritzen, Dykes W. Sorensen and H. P. 
Nielsen, who all spoke in the highest terms of the excellent qualities of 
the deceased. From the chapel in the old churchyard the body was borne 
by Elders from Zion to the burial place in the new churchyard, where: an 
excellent location had been chosen. “Nearer my God, to Thee”: in the 
Danish translation was most beautifully sung, and I dedicated the grave. 
In the evening the Hall was crowded with Saints and strangers who 
listened most attentively to discourses which were delivered by President 
H. P. Nielsen and myself. The Saints as well as many strangers seemed 
much moved by the occurrence and the brethren expressed the view, that 
it might be the occasion for several, who had been holding back, to take 
the important step and receive the ordinance of Baptism, as well as for 
making our brethren acquainted with some very nice strangers whom they 
had not known before. Thus it seems that the Lord can turn - . 
for the good of His cause. 

There were present 15 Elders Zion, viz: George H. 
P. Nielsen, Lauritz Lauritzen, M. Mickelson, Hyrum Nielsen, J. C. Brein- 
holt, Dykes W. Sorensen, Anton Andersen, Christian M. Mickelson, Josepm 
L. Petersen, Peter S. Nielsen, Niels L. Andersen, Christian Steffensen, 
Louis O. Dorius and Frederick J. Holst, the largest number of Elders ever 
congregated in this branch. | 

Elder Ole C. Jensen resided in Mayfield, Utah, and was at the tne. of 
his death about 68 years old. He arrived in Copenhagen on his mission 
December 25, 1897, and was appointed to labor in Aarhus Conference. 
His labor was mostly confined to Grenaa branch, where he has some rela- 
tives. His general health was very good for a man of his age, hewas very 
energetic in his labors. A short time ago he took an extensive trip to the 
west of Jutland in company with Elders Mickelson and Breinholt, and 
although urged by his brethren to spare himself, he would perform his 
part of the work, and seemed to feel quite well excepting a little fatigue; 
indeed he seemed to enjoy the trip very much. Upon their return they 
stopped a few days in Randers. | 

On the 22nd of May, Brother Jensen attended Sunday School, and 
not feeling right well stepped into the yard. Here he was seized with a 
violent attack of illness and would have fallen but for the assistance of a 
brother who was with him. He remained at the rooms of the brethren for 
several days, but in order that he might have better care and more com- 
fort he was moved to the home of Sister Andersen near by, and to the 
credit of this family be it said, that they did all in their power to alleviate 
his sufferings. The Saints in geveral and many strangers were very 
solicitous of his welfare. He was administered to repeatedly by the 
Elders, also had the care of a physician, but he sank steadily and passed 
peacefully away on the afternoon of May 30th, the doctor pronouncing his 
case “Inflammation of the lungs.” 

Brother Jensen was conscious to the last and expressed his gratitude 
for all that was being done for him. He made disposition of such things 
as were not already arranged before his departure from home; among 
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other things he bequeathed means to emigrate Sister Andersen and her 
children, in whose home he died. He leaves a wife and a family of grown 
up children in Utah and our prayer is that God m bless and n 
them in this hour of sorrow. 

The Elders here deeply feel the loss of a true and faithful fellow-laborer 
but we realise that with him all is well. He died 2 — engaged i in 
the cause of God and his reward is sure. 


A NON-MORMON’S VERDICT. 


Ds J. ConNELL has long resided amongst the Latter-day Saints in ‘the 

West, he is consequently perfectly niliar with their distinctive qualities. 

This gentleman is at the present tiie exercising his profession as a medi- 

cal practitioner in Malad City/Idaho. He writes as follows regarding 
the Latter-day Saints to the Preston, Idaho, Standard: 

“Latter-day Saints, or ‘Mormons,’ as they are commonly called, have 
been and are, a much misrepresented people. Their faults have been 
magnified, their virtues forgotten. People who know absolutely nothing 
of them, men and women who have never seen a Mormon, have formed 

the most erroneous and unjust opinions of them. It is one of the pecu- 
liarities of man’s mental make-up that he learns to distrust a people 
whom he has never met. The provincial can never be fair—never abso- 
lutely just. Religion exercises an almost immeasurable influence over 
men. It can narrow and deform, or it can broaden the mind and make 
the heart great and free. Men, after all, are very much like their religion. 
Mormons, although firm believers in the Bible, accord to others a liberty, 
bordering dangerously on free thought. You are not ostracised because 
you are not a member of their Church, nor are you an object of misrepre- 
sentation and abuse simply because you cannot accept all they believe. 
They do not ask if you are a Baptist or a Buddhist. Their only concern 
is, are you a man, do you pay your debts, are you kind to your family and 
your friends, are you a good citizen! And right here it might not be out 
of place to say, there is a good deal of religion in the word ‘honesty.’ 

“Orthodox churches have considerable to say about ‘do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you.’ They preach this, while the Mormons 

practice it. 
Orthodox ministers never weary of exhorting us to ‘love our enemies.’ 
There seems, however, to be an impression abroad that they do not always 
love theirs, but of course it would not do to say so. 

“Mormons are the only religious people we have ever met who obey this 
‘scriptural injunction—the only ones who return good for evil. There 
may, however, be many such people and it is quite possible we have not 
met the right members of the flock. 

“ Mormons have suffered every abuse, and the bitterest persecution, but 
in their hearts there is no ill-will, no hatred. They are kind to their 
friends and just to their enemies. Orthodox preachers are not particu- 
larly distinguished for their love of discussion. Mormons court argument, 

and the doors of their churches are open to all. They know well that any 
_religion that will not bear discussion, must be a trifle weak somewhere. 
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